
www.halifaxhumanesociety.org              1     



  
  
  
  Halifax Humane Society  
  Programs & Services

As you may know by now, I am in the process of transitioning to a new 
position.  I purposely do not use the word “job” when referring to my 
life’s work as it is and has always been a labor of love.  For my last 

CEO letter, I wish to extend my gratitude to the people that have always made 
it so and to garner your trust in the notion that this organization is so much 
more than anyone person.

Firstly, our Board - If you have ever heard me talk about the Board of HHS, 
you know how much I treasure each and every one of our members.  These in-
dividuals are not just a representative sample of our service area, their passion, 
their vision, and their business experience is the epitome of what a humane 
society board member should bring to the table.  Their feedback inspires. They 
care about the animals AND the community we serve. It is because of this 
Board that our past was secure, and our future remains full of potential. 

Our staff - Though many come to HHS to “work on behalf of animals,” a 
good portion stay because they see the impact and social change that this non-
profit inspires in our own community and beyond.  They quickly realize that 
this organization is no longer just a shelter but is a center in which we inspire 
humanity—in many ways, making the world a better place.  

Our volunteers - Imagine feeling so passionate about a cause that you forgo 
payment as part of your work. With over 600 registered volunteers, these pas-
sionate folks are the true testament to our mission. Each and every one of them 
can attest to the pets whose lives they have made better. Without our volun-
teers, we simply could not function.

Our supporters - Without you, this organization would simply not have the 
resources to make progress and to remind our community how we can all be 
more humane.  Whether you give in time, treasure, or just a simple “thank 
you,” we will always be grateful for your continued commitment to our cause.  

I owe each and every one of you a debt of gratitude 
on behalf of the thousands of animals and people we 
have helped together.  From our humble roots as a 
shelter to our evolution as a Center that serves every 
step of the Human-Animal Bond and journey, we 
have YOU to be grateful for.   

As a final farewell, know that Halifax Humane  
Society will forever hold a special place in my heart 
as I know it will continue to hold a place in yours.   

Best regards,

Miguel Abi-hassan

Letter from
Miguel Abi-hassan

•Admissions

•Adoption Center 

•All Animal Intake Center Including Domestic  
  Animals, Wildlife, and Exotics

•Animal Behavior Counseling 
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•Shelter Tours

•Shelter Transfer Program 
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•Special Needs Pet Foster Program 

•Sponsor Opportunities (Events, Bricks,  
  Kennels, Naming Opportunities)

•Volunteer Program 2.0

•Wildlife Triage & Rehabilitator Transfer
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SP- I have often referred to you as the Steve Jobs of 
animal welfare because you genuinely are a visionary 
and have taken HHS from a shelter with a 40% live re-
lease rate (LRR) to an adoption center that qualifies as a 
no-kill operation with a 95% LRR as of the end of 2020. 
Simply, how did you do that?

MA- Around 2012, staff and I presented a three-fold strat-
egy to our Board.  Our hope was to increase our impact by 
providing three main pinnacles of holistic animal care. We 
aptly named it “Plan Alive.” The plan included increasing 
access to resources, increasing our programmatic service of-
ferings, and furthering our outreach. In the span of 5 years, 
we grew our programs from 16 to 38, including our Foster 
Program, Summer Camps, a new clinic, and many other 
improvements. These improvements facilitated a shift in the 
perception of who Halifax Humane Society is and what our 
role in improving the status quo would become. 

SP- What has been the most challenging part of oversee-
ing the operations of HHS, and what has been the most 
rewarding accomplishment?

MA- The most rewarding yet challenging accomplish-
ment has to be the drastic increase in our live release rate. 
Ultimately, when I first came to HHS, we were taking more 
animals into our doors than my former employer, Atlanta 
Humane Society.  Pet homelessness is not a shelter prob-
lem. I often find myself reminding critics that “we don’t 
make them here.”  Correcting pet homelessness requires the 
same multifaceted approach to correcting any other social 
issue; understanding, collaboration, and resources. How-
ever, as an organization, we accepted the added challenge 
of ensuring that we would raise our live release rate without 
ever closing our doors to an animal in need.  It’s important 
to note that restricting intake has often been applied as a 

method to increase live release rates, but our organization 
felt that restrictive red rope policies do not have a place in 
shelters.  Seeing our live release rate of over 90% today, 
I am glad the consensus was to maintain the core of our 
open-admission policy, and I’m equally proud of everyone 
who helped us get there. We did the unthinkable. 

SP- Are there any goals or plans you were unable to at-
tain for HHS?

MA- I think the biggest challenge for my successor will 
be to ensure that we bounce back from this pandemic, not 
just as an organization but as a community. Many staffing 
and resource issues have affected social movements, and 
I’m afraid we may see a slight rebound in the number of 
animals entering our shelter. I hope that as a community we 
can all come together and support HHS to ensure whatever 
rebounds we see in the number of free-roaming animals,we 
remain supportive of this organization as an anchor of 
humanity.  I remember being in Animal Welfare through the 
recession, and though we don’t foresee history repeating 
itself, we have to increase our support of non-profits when 
they’re more needed. 

 
SP- You have accepted a position with an international 
organization. What exactly will you be doing in your 
new role, and why did you feel it was important to move 
on from your experience at HHS?

MA- HHS will be held in my heart and memories as one of 
the best decades of my life. Not many opportunities would 
entice me to depart from an organization and a second 
family that I found in my staff and Board. However, this 
has always been a labor of love that I measure only by the 
number of animals I can serve today as opposed to 
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An Interview with Outgoing CEO
Miguel Abi-hassan has been the CEO of Halifax Humane Society 
(HHS) since 2011. During his tenure he accomplished many goals 
and attained numerous milestones for the organization, including 
the significant accomplishment of achieving a live release rate of 
90% or better since January of 2020. A challenging goal for any 
animal shelter to attain, but even more taunting for an open 
admission shelter like Halifax Humane Society.

Miguel accepted an offer with an international animal welfare  
organization in September 2021 and will be leaving HHS as soon 
as a replacement CEO is secured.

We had the opportunity to sit down with Miguel to discuss his  
vision for HHS, how he accomplished so much in just ten short 
years, and his general vision for the animal welfare industry.
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Happy 
Tails!

What does your cat add to 
your life?
We asked our Facebook followers to tell us what their cat(s) 

add to their lives, and here 
are a few of their responses.

Beverly Ewer 
I got my 2 boys 3 years 
ago at an adoption event!! 
They were only 3 months 
old!! They are so loving and 
entertaining and bring me joy 
every day!! They sleep with 
me and are always by my 
side! They are my fur babies 
and help to keep my life 
fulfilled!

Wendy Beach Feigenbaum 
We adopted Charley from 
HHS when she was 3 months 

old. She makes us smile every day. She has attached herself to 
our daughter. She sleeps next to her every night, waits for her 
to come home from school, sits next to her while she eats and 
completes her homework. She is so loving, and they have such 
a special bond.

Teresa Paynter 
My 6 cats helped me cope with social isolation when I am hav-
ing a Lupus flare up.

Chulis L Correa 
My baby brings my husband and myself peace and most defi-
nitely makes us laugh, especially every evening... We literally 
have to play hide and seek every night.

Tammy Dean Alvarez 
We adopted Cleo from HHS last year in April when everything 
was shutdown. She is an excellent companion. She’s an older 
cat so not too energetic or playful but she shows affection and 
just loves to hang out with us.

We help over 25,000 animals each year. 
Here are a few of their stories. 

Dianne Swett Pica
I got my little girl 14 months ago and she is my world. 
We go walking together and ride in the car to Jacksonville to 
have a play date with Otis my sister’s dog. Life would not be 
the same without her. She brings me so much happiness and 
love! Without her, life would very lonely!

Becky Barnes Stewart
I got both of my kitties, both FIV+, from ya’ll!

Marcia Pixley Hurlburt
We got our Lil girl from you over 16 yrs ago. She was to both 
of us, a lil best friend ! Now since my husband has passed, she 
brings so much, happiness and love to me! Without her, life 
would very lonely!



Here is Picasso. 
He entered the 
shelter in mid-
June at just over 
one month in age 
as a stray through 
ACO. He had 
severe facial 
trauma on 
presentation, 
which included a 
deep laceration 
that exposed his 
left maxilla and 

his ventral eye. He also had punctures on his left axilla area. 
He was started on antibiotics and pain medications in prepara-
tion for surgery. Dr. Green performed surgery to reconstruct 
his face and repair the wound on his side. 

Two weeks after 
surgery, he was 
completely 
healed save for 
his left eye still 
having some 
swelling. He was 
placed on addi-
tional medica-
tions and released 
for adoption. The 
two photographs 
show his initial 
wounds, the 

post-op of the face and flank, and finally once all of the 
staples and drain were removed. He was adopted in early July.
 
Sharky, (shown to the left) a 3-year-old male (formally intact) 

DSH presented in early August 
with a deep degloving wound 
to his dorsal head. Dr. Atwood 
supervised our visiting veterinary 
student who performed the initial 
debridement and repair. Due to 
the extensive size and infection, 
Sharky required a second debride-
ment and repair. Dr. Atwood was 
able to complete the closure. 

Below is one of Dr. Atwood’s first trauma cases. Big Foot (as 
he has now been named) is a 3-month-old male, DSH kitten 
that presented in mid-August with his hind left foot swol-
len. Once he was sedated, a fishing line was identified to be 
wrapped and knotted around his foot, thus causing the swell-

ing. He was placed on antibiot-
ics and pain medications. He is 
recovering currently and hope-
fully will be up for adoption 
soon. The two photographs 
show the patient sedated with 
the enlarged foot at distance 
then up close, followed by 
the fishing line removed, and 
finally the same foot the next 
day with the swelling almost 
completely gone.

The veterinarian staff at HHS, 
performs hundreds of surgical procedures each and every 
month. Animals that just 15-years ago may have been re-
quired to be euthanized due to lack of available treatment are 

now saved and adopted into 
new loving forever homes.

Our veterinarian staff does not 
provide services to people for 
their pets. We work with many 
private veterinarian practices 
and suggest pet owners find 
a local veterinarian who can 
take care of our pets’ needs 
from annual vaccinations, 
medications, x-rays, surgeries, 
and more.

If you need a recommendation for veterinary services, ask  
another pet owner or a neighbor with a pet who they trust 
with their pets. Veterinary care is vital to the health and lifes-
pan of your pets.
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Tails from Vet Services

 
Our veterinarian staff, led by Veterinary Services Director Dr. Jennifer Green, help  

thousands of animals each year. Over 7,000 spay/neuter procedures are  
performed at our Redinger Spay Neuter Clinic each year alone. Animals who need  

surgical operations are fortunate to arrive at HHS for a chance for a full recovery and 
then off to a happy and loving forever home.

(Continued on page 18)
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Volunteer Spotlight: 
 

Meredith has been vol-
unteering at HHS for 
over 5-months and has 
already put in over 265 
hours doing laundry 
and walking the dogs. 
(67 of those hours were 
in August, the hottest 
month of the year.)

Meredith is always one 
of the first volunteers 
to respond to a call for 
help when we are short 
handed on staff. We 
thank Meredith for her 
consistency and dedi-
cation to helping the 
animals.

Kathy is a new volun-
teer who hit the ground 
running with lots of 
involvment and time 
investment. She has 
transported cats, helped 
care for the cats at 
PetSmart ISB and 
Deland locations, 
donated shelves to help 
organize the cat/small 
animal utility room, 
helped with socializ-
ing cats and dogs, and 
more. We could use 
more volunteers like 
Kathy. Thanks Kathy 
for your time and your 
support of the animals 
you help get adopted.

Nanette McKeel-Petrella 
has been a long time 
foster parent, donor, and 
volunteer for HHS. In 
2019, Nanette had over 
1500 volunteer hours. In 
2020, she had over 900 
hours (during the pan-
demic) and so far in 2021, 
she has over 500 hours as 
of this writing. Nanette 
has fostered many bottle 
babies that require be-
ing fed every 3 hours. 
Luckily, her husband and 
daughters both pitch in to 
help. We thank Nanette 

for her dedication to the animals.

Meredith Babb

Kathy DeLand

Nanette McKeel - Petrella

We took in 15 cats from Palm Beach County  
Animal Care & Control Division to help them free up 
space for more incoming cats. These cats were taken 
to a special PetSmart Charities Clear the Shelter Event 
that offered special adoption fees. Shelters helping other 
shelters saves more animal lives.
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Dear Cherished Friends and Supporters,

On behalf of Halifax Humane Society, I wish 
Miguel Abi-hassan much success in his new 
adventure.   Miguel, through the support of 

an amazing Board of Directors, was instrumental in 
transforming Halifax Humane Society into the re-
spected organization it is today. There will always be 
challenges before us, but I have complete confidence 
that our HHS family will continue to evolve and be 
a beacon of hope for our community and the animals 
that we so dearly love.

Like so many organizations, the pandemic has impact-
ed our ability to fully staff our facilities and programs.  
Adjustments are being made as we strive to maintain 
critical programs and services for all our guests, albeit 
human or animal.  Our hope is always to exceed guest 
expectations but as we are stretched thin, I thank you 
for your patience and support during this time.  Feel 
free to contact me if you have any ongoing concerns 
at pamc@halifaxhumanesociety.org or my direct line 
at (386) 202-6632.

A new and exciting team member training program, 
EXCEL (EXpanded Curriculum for Exceptional 
Learners), will run each Tuesday in November.  
Check the website for changes in our operating times.  
The program is designed to unite our team, invest in 
their professional development, and empower them to 
surpass the expectations of our guests, our supporters, 
our volunteers, and of course all the animals in our 
care.

We are grateful for the continued decline in COVID 
cases in our community, however, we are not willing 
to risk the health/safety of any of our HHS family, this 
includes you, to host our traditional in-person Fur Ball 
event. The decision was not made lightly and provides 
yet another immediate challenge to be addressed, a 
financial shortfall.  I invite you to come walk with 
me through our facility and look into the eyes of each 
animal in our care.  They are counting on us to do 
everything possible to save their life – by name…...
Harriet (12-year-old Basset Hound), Q-Tip (Neo-natal 
kitten), Millie (Hen), Ragan (Rat), Ellie (dog 200+ 

days and counting).  Please thoughtfully consider a 
sacrificial gift to maintain our lifesaving work into 
2022 and beyond. 

Together we can make a difference!

 
Pam 
CFDO

 

Letter from the 
Pam Clayton 
Chief Financial & Development Officer

Don’t forget to support the Florida Animal Friend 
license plate program. Your purchase helps fund our 

spay/neuter programs.
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2021-22 UPCOMING EVENTS
(subject to change)

Please visit www.HalifaxHumaneSociety.org and 
click on the Events tab for more information and  

to pre-register for specific events.

2021

    11/13                         Putts Fore Mutts Golf Tournament

    11/30            Giving Tuesday

    12/20 - 12/24       Winter Kids Camp

2022

    3/10                         Bike Week Ruff Ride

   3/24 - 3/28         Spring Break Camp

   4/23                        12th Annual Mutt Strutt

We will also have numerous adoption events with 
Subaru of Daytona and other partners. Like Us on 

Fcebook so you can stay informed.
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Banking That Will Make You
SMILE.
n Just $5 opens your account*
n Open your account ONLINE at
 launchcu.com. IT’S EASY!
n No monthly service fee on Classic Checking
n No minimum number of debit card 
 transactions required
launchcu.comlaunchcu.com

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA

Open to anyone who lives, works, 
worships, or attends school in the 

counties we serve.
*$5 minimum deposit required to open an account for new members. Checking accounts and loans require credit approval. 

Just scan the QR code to open 
your account TODAY!

IT’S EASY!

PROUD TO SUPPORT THE 
HALIFAX HUMANE SOCIETY
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(continued from page 4)

yesterday. It is seldom that I have the opportunity to im-
pact as many animals as I will in my new role.  I will be 
operating six sanctuaries and coordinating Global Disaster 
responses for affected animals.  
While I still have it in me to run 
in the direction of a disaster, I 
want to embrace the challenge 
of helping animals when the 
dire need arises at home and 
abroad.  

SP- You have always said 
that you couldn’t ask for a 
better board of directors. The 
Board has always been very 
supportive of your leader-
ship. Can you expand on how 
crucial it is to have a sup-
portive board?

MA- Ultimately, a CEO’s job 
is to execute and help deliver 
on the vision of the Board. Because this Board brings so 
much business prowess to the table and has so much passion 
for the mission of our organization, their vision was always 
evident; to be an anchor of humanity for our community.  
In the early days, our President Mel Stack once said to me, 
“Miguel, we are so much more than a shelter.” It instills 
compassion by the way in which we foster care of animals.  
Our entire Board embraces that concept, and every meeting 
is dedicated to the notion of proliferating that belief. 

SP- Lastly, tell our readers a little about your history 
prior to joining HHS. How did you get into animal wel-
fare, and what is your general vision for the industry?

MA-  I always tell the story that while other children were 
thinking of becoming astronauts or firefighters, I longed to 
end up working in an animal shelter. I dedicated my entire 
educational and professional path to ensure that I could be 
the best person and leader that I could be.  When I finally got 
my first job at a shelter, I cared for the animals directly and 
witnessed a lack of leadership.  I pursued a Master’s in In-
dustrial Psychology so that I could understand social move-
ments and leadership better. Through time I was promoted 
to several different positions in the Animal Welfare field. 
Today, I still hold those experiences near and dear. I make 
every decision in review of what’s become twenty-plus years 
of sheltering experience and ensure the people I hire bring 
passion and a fervor for the science of animal sheltering into 
this organization.

Where I see the industry going - Many leaders in this indus-
try say they are trying to put themselves out of a job. I don’t 
ever see a future where there won’t be animals that come to 
our need. Whether it’s behavior issues or physical trauma, I 

think husbandry is just part of what we do. Another part of 
what the industry and this organization bring is a reminder 
of humanity, and I believe this is paramount to our society. 
During the Capital Campaign for the renovation, we called 
the build “the anchor of humanity.” This is true for this 

entire industry. Through 
animals, we remind 
people of what it is to be 
humane.

SP- Is there anything 
else you would like to 
say?

Thank you.  Thank you 
for the support, the 
friendships, the memo-
ries, and all the good we 
did together.  A special 
thanks to our Board, Staff, 
Volunteers, and Donors.  
I’ve learned so much 
from every single one of 
you. As I walk out of my 

office one last time, it will be you, and all the animals we 
cared for that will be on my mind.  I know there are even 
more great things to come in the future of HHS.

“Halifax Humane 
Society is an 

anchor of 
humanity.”

Board President, Mel Stack and Miguel Abi-hassan standing in 
the recently renovated courtyard.
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A Special Thank You to our Grantors!

My husband and I had been talking about adopting a 
dog for a while but knew that we didn’t have the time 
to commit to a puppy. So, we had halfheartedly decided 
maybe to wait on adding a dog. However, the Halifax 
Humane Society was holding an event at PetSmart, 
and we decided to check it out. 

Good things happen for those who wait, and Laika 
was definitely worth the wait. She has been a beautiful 
addition to our lives. They say you can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks, but “they” never met Laika. She is very 
smart and is willing to learn…except learning to drop 
her ball. She LOVES her ball! We are so thrilled to 
have her in our lives.

Petsmart Success Stories Jack has made a tremendous impact on Cherise’s life.  
She always wanted a black cat and now has one.  He 
is loving and sweet and likes to be at her side whether 
she is brushing her teeth in the morning or doing 
homework at the kitchen counter.  He gets along well 
with Banner, Cherise’s 7-month-old puppy as well!  It 
is almost like they were meant to be best friends.  Jack 
is super loving when family comes over.  The picture 
is of Jack in the shower while she was doing her hair 
one morning.  Just wants to be nearby.
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The Tale of Two Annual Ruff Rides

It all started 
with a motorcy-
cle ride through 
the Ormond 
Loop in 2011 
to raise aware-
ness and money 
to support our 

lifesaving work. Since then, we have transitioned the ride 
into a poker run and have been fortunate to gain hun-
dreds of riders, and some fabulous event sponsors! 

This Biketoberfest we hosted our 22nd Ruff Ride and it 
did not disappoint! With over 250 riders we made stops 
in New Smyrna Beach, Ponce Inlet, Daytona Beach, and 
Ormond Beach. All participants received a limited-edi-
tion event t-shirt, a poker hand, dinner, and drink.

After skipping the 2020 Biketoberfest ride due to con-
cerns of COVID, we were determined to host a ride 
for Bike Week.  We were introduced to local resident 
Thomas moT Amen, CEO of moTMan Enterprises, Inc., 
and creator of The Mischief Maker App. This Poker Run 
app was a perfect solution to reduce our concerns of 
person-to-person contact.  The app does it all – registers 
participants, shows the route to the next ride stop using 
real-time GPS mapping, scans QR codes at each ride 
stop, digitally deals a card and tracks the poker hand, and 
at the very end notifies all participants of the event win-
ners.  The best part…moT provides use of The Mischief 
Maker App at no charge to Halifax Humane Society.  
This includes use of his app, time and materials for set 
up, his larger-than-life personality and endless patience 
at registration to ensure all riders are able to get the app 
loaded and running on their phones, as well his team 
stationed at each ride stop to ensure excellent customer 
service. October 14th was our second time utilizing this 
app with incredible feedback from our participants and 
we look forward to continuing our partnership with moT.

In addition to moT’s generosity, our event would not be a 
successful fundraiser for the animals without the support 
of our presenting event sponsors, The World-Famous 
Iron Horse Saloon and Politis & Matovina, P.A. 

Local attorneys Mike Politis and Mark Matovina have 
been sponsoring our rides since 2017 and you can always 

find one (if not both!) of them out on a bike enjoying the 
event!

The World-Famous Iron Horse Saloon has been the “final 
destination” on our Ruff Ride since 2013. They provide 
a fantastic barbeque dinner, drink, and amazing enter-
tainment. Steve Fritze, the General Manager of the Iron 
Horse Saloon, and one of our biggest supporters passed 
this summer.  This ride was dedicated to his memory – 
his name is included in the t-shirt design.

If you have not yet joined us for this FUNdraiser, mark 
your calendar!  Bike Week and Biketoberfest Ruff Ride 
shirts are one of a kind and typically sellout!  You might 
want to go online and order yours NOW for Bike Week 
2022.

Above: Event Sponsor, Michael Politis (left) with Jim Clayton enjoying 
the Ruff Ride.

Above: Thomas moT Amen (left) shows a rider how to use his Mischief 
Maker Poker Run App.
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The 2021 Biketoberfest Ruff Ride Poker Run was specifically  
dedicated in memory of Steven Fritze the GM of the Iron Horse. 
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Your affordable solution for storage 
and office space challenges.
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Frank, a six-year-old male castrated domestic shorthair 
cat arrived at HHS late on June 3 as an owner surrender. 
Frank had a long history of suffering from FLUTD (fe-
line lower urinary tract disease). His owner was unable 
to care for Frank further as he required life-saving emer-
gency surgery, which she was unable to afford. When 
Frank arrived at HHS, he was unable to urinate for 3 
days. As vet’s like to jokingly say, emergencies always 
happen on Fridays. Dr. Green became aware of the case 
the next day (a Friday). Frank was not doing well clini-
cally. He was lateral, weak, severely dehydrated, and his 
bloodwork was azotemic (indicates issues with kidneys). 
Frank was taken to surgery for a cystotomy (to confirm 
no stones were in the bladder) then he had perineal ure-
throstomy performed. This procedure removes the exter-
nal penis and scrotum and creates a permanent opening 
in the skin for the male, which assists with preventing 
the patient blocking in the future. Frank recovered over 
the weekend at Dr. Green’s house. He continued to do 
well, and was adopted by his previous owner later in 
June. The decision was made to reunite Frank with his 
family due to the extreme lengths they had already gone 
with his treatment (his family had already spent almost 
$3,500 on his medical care the prior 6 months before 
surrendering him). 

Photograph of 
sweet Frank, a 
little unhappy 
in his e-collar, 
which he does 
not like. 

Jelly, a 10 year old female Dachshund, with a very large 
bladder stone. The stone was removed, and the patient 
went to foster care for recovery and then was adopted.

More Success Stories From Vet Services
(Continued from page 6)

Jelly at the time she arrived at HHS.
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On October 2, 2021 The 11th Annual Mutt Strutt was 
held at the Daytona Beach Bandshell. The event was a 
great success and raised over $63,000 for our communi-
ty’s animals. Special thanks to presenting sponsor Subaru 
of Daytona for their support and contribution. 

The festivities began with an 8:00 am check-in. A little 
before 9:00 am the Embry Riddle Color Guard presented 
our country’s flag, and John Pray sang the national 
anthem. Subaru of Daytona made a check presentation 
featuring a $40,000 prop check. 

Nanette McKeel-Petrella (pictured above) led the mutts 
and their strutters down to the beach and sent them on 
their way. Shortly after, the Taylor Road Band played 
until prizes were awarded. 

Mutt Strutt is usually held in April but due to the pan-
demic, it was rescheduled in 2021. Mark your calendars 
for April 23, 2022 for the 12th Annual Mutt Strutt!

2021 Mutt Strutt
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Kindness From Our Supporters!

We are so blessed to have the best supporters in the 
world! Our customers support our mission by giving of 
themselves over and over again. From donating treats 
and peanut butter needed for the dogs, to adopting a 

homeless animal, to making a monetary donation, we 
are so thankful for the kindness bestowed upon our 

organization and the animals in our care. 

WE ALWAYS NEED TREATS AND 
PEANUT BUTTER!

Below: Special thanks to the Jimmy’s Hood group from 
Margaritaville who collected $600 for the animals at a 
recent fundraising event. Thank you for your kindness. 
Miguel Abi-hassan, CEO accepts the check from one of 

our volunteers Colleen and her friends from  
Margaritaville. Thanks so much!!!

Below: Nauti Pets collected 25 bags of dog food from 
customers at Celtic Fest for the dogs at HHS. Thank 

you for your kindness!

Below: Brooke and Justin Murphy along with their 
family and friends donated 18, 55 lb. bags of dog food 
for the homeless animals at the shelter. This donation  

fed lots dogs! Thanks so much!

Below: Special thanks to Girl Scout Troop 825 for 
their generous donation for the animals. The girls 

decided to take money they collected throughout the 
year and bought food and supplies for the homeless 

animals at HHS. Big hearts in this troop!

Are you interested in donating to help our 
community’s animals?  

 
You can make a monetary donation by visiting   

https://www.halifaxhumanesociety.org/donate/index

If you would like to make a food donation, please drop 
off or drop ship your donation to 2364 LPGA Blvd., 

Daytona Beach, FL 32124. Our new visiting hours are 
12 noon to 6 pm, 7-days a week, however donations 

may be dropped off beginning at 10:00 am.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Gifts 
Received from March 22, 2021 - September 30, 2021
In Memory Of – By

Dick & Barbara Albert – Diane & Todd Johnston  Mike Alekson 
– Ashton Dovel and Bert & Ann Meine  Gene Autry Allen – Bren-
da Barra & Family  Marla Asay – Linda & Howard Groover  
Marilyn Atwell – Phyllis Feldbusch  Lucia “Lucy” Austin – Fay 
& Bear Adams, Susan Archiere, Robert Austin, Viviane & William 
Briggs, Laura Bower, Margaret Byrne, Angela Dayton, Rhonda 
Doherty, Trent Emerson, Christine Engelbrecht, Christopher Geiger, 
Mary Ann & Ray Geiger, Ginna Greggo, Dawn Harris, Lori Hubina, 
Kathy Kennedy, Debbie Lawrence, Mark, Stacy, Matthew, & William 
Lokey, Aldo Marino, John & Michele Masi, Duff & Dee Moehlman, 
Michelle & Tony Patruno, Scott Penyak, Helen Perna, Laura Rizzo, 
Scaglia Family, Jeff & Nikki Schaffrin, and Tripodi & Stopher 
Families  Kay Bailey – Judith Schroder and Netta Weiner  
Patty Baker – Peggy Jones  Sara Bare – Peter Liesenfelt, Linda 
& Charles Rembaum, and Peggy Todd  Robert Beering – Eileen 
Beering  Bess Beital – Joseph Giacobbe  Barbara Bootes 
– City of Daytona Beach Utilities and Jean, Bob, Alec & Linzee 
Duncan  Sue Bowie – Norma & Winston Bowie  Dana 
Vaughn Brown – Rita & James Gura, Susan Jackson, Isabel Merrill 
Lyndon, Steven & Irene Shaw, S.R. Perrott, Hank & Naoko Thayer, 
and Josh & Eynha Thayer  Ronald Buffo – Janis Buffo and 
Teresa Folsom  Ann Bullock – Cathy Bullock  Maurice Caro 
– M.J. Caro  Herbert George Clark – Susan Harrison  
Robert Cloar – Laura Ambrose, Josh Becksmith, Victoria Bedford, 
Brown & Brown, Powell Brown, Wes Campbell & SWFL PL Sales 
Team, Jessica Deese, Michael Gorham, Jessica Harrison, Kelly & 
Greg Jaap, Michael Keeby, Kristen Kozlow, Victoria Lampert, Tony 
Leavine, Erin McWilliams, Brenda & Richard Manley, Amie Meschi, 
Norman Morris, Johana Ordonez, Rollins College Athletics, Zach 
Schumacher, Alex Shouppe, Jill Simpkins, Jill Slusarzyk, Karin 

Staruch, Julie Turpin, and Ellen & Tom Weidenbauer  Lou 
Conway – Patsy Conway  Betty Grace Cook – John & Jennifer 
Akers and Jim Carter  Patti Culler – Muffi & Bill Chanfrau  
Mary Lou Dalzell – Eugene Dalzell  Paul Deluca – Mary 
Conklin, Janice & Phil Deluca, Steve Hartman & Ray Descalso, 
Anthony Godinho, Jane & Richard Rappleyea, and Winnie Rapple-
yea  Dr. Paul Melton Dodd – Sylvia Ayers, Rita Carlin, and 
Carolyn & Todd Geis  Marna Etner – Morrell Etner  Dr. 
Brittany Fidler – Michelle Medford  Frank Edward Fitchett, Jr 
– Carol Wilson  Lorraine Flanagan – Connie Cerone George 
Ford – Sigrid Ford  Mary Seeley Fox – Nancy Dreibelbis  
Minnie Lou Gaeckler – Joe & Dawn Schmidt  Donna Gerdes – 
Patricia Kander and Rebecca & Thomas Wall  Faith Giovino – 
Lois & John Sauter  Joseph “Joe” Granieri – Mary Carpentieri, 
Dr. William Carpentieri, Maryann & Roger Heins, Cara, Aaron, 
Lauren, and the Kehoe Kids, Caryl Macksoud, Josephine & Joseph 
Ponzio, and Veronica & Charles Ponzio  Kenny Graver – Gail & 
David Jackson  Debbie Lynne Gray – Barbara & James Ballo, 
Jill Ballo, Al & Lorraine Cirinelli, Mr. & Mrs. M. Fischer, Helen Gray, 
Mr. & Mrs. E. Griswold, Patricia Lewis, Treva Lewis, Aunt Linda, Kim 
& Kevin Ostrander, Salddin, Cristi Thompson, Marina Turturro, and 
Leslie Wiggins  Gretchen Groncznack – Tom & Willa Calderone 

 Lucretia Grunder – Renee & Donald Deising  Maddie 
Hargis – Kerry & Toni Ceasario  Audrey B. Hartman – Bruce 
Bollinger, Alan Hartman, Mary & Roger Hartman, Christine Hooker, 
Eddie & Nonie McCarthy, Carole A. Reddish, John Walters, The 
Mainland High School Buc Girls c/o 1961  Dr. Janice Hayes 
– Harold Getty, Jim Govoni, Betsy & George McAllister, Nancy 
Govoni  Tawndra Reed Haynes – Donna Davis  Erica Cates 
Hopper – Shirley Ragan  Mrs. Hudson – Robert Armitage  
Mike Huttenlocher – Jill Hutchinson  Betty Johnston – Meryl 
Rockefeller  Susan Kieft – Priscilla & John Brodie, Mona 
Chalker, Kerri Montgomery, Katy & Bill Nass, Mary Smith, and 
Christa Wilary  Karen Kingree – Mildred Buro  Jack Larck – 
Donald Chick  Ashley Renee Lee – Linda Collis  Robin C. 
Lennon – Diane & Brian Marsh  Daniel Joseph Levie – Jacque-
lyn & Raphael Friedl  John Lopresti – Janice Emanuele  Rita 
Maffucci – George Hanner  Christina Maldonado – Marjorie 
Elgas  Dexter Marcks – Susan & Frank Gummey  Judith 
McBride – Karen Kutensky  David McCall – Pamela Argue, 
Alfred & Lynn Blais, Jody Brandenburg, Paul & Brenda Campbell, 
Bob & Dee Clark, Michael Coile, Debbie Connors, Keith Gruendl, 
Jim & Kathy Kotas, The Lacy’s, Lee Longino, North Florida Team, 
Melissa Pitalo, Stacy & Cynthia Parkes, Matt Tucci, and Carla 
Uhlenbrauck  Janice McGlashon – Susan Bacsick  Irene 
Melycher – Ronald Melycher  Shirley M. Miller – Bruce Miller 

 Jett Moddle – Carmen & Stephen Moddle  Kathy Mohr – 
Jadwiga & Edward Niewinski  Pat Morgart – The Flower Show 
Judges  Catherine A Stagnitto Moynihan – Gesuina Federico 

 Emily Murillo – Jess Davis  James Murphy – Eunice 
Murphy and Mark Sacks  Lauren Ruth Myers – Linda Ramirez 

Memorials

(continued on page 24)
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(386) 947-6000 
(800) 758-8755

1530 Cornerstone Blvd., Suite 110
Daytona Beach, Florida 32117

Stifel is proud 
to support the 

Halifax Humane Society
Thank you for all that you do 

for the community!

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Incorporated | Member SIPC & NYSE | www.stifel.com
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Memorials
 Jerry Naft – Bob & Shelly Beck, John, Margaret, & Millie 

Stumberger, and Georgann Meadows & Dennis White  Alger-
non Nunndeigh – Victoria Saums  Steve O’Hearn – Joanne 
Vogel  Jerry Phillips – Nikki Millar & Corie Berg  Ralph 
Pipes – Marian Pipes  Tara Pitts – Judith & Gordon Robertson 

 Susan Plimpton – Cheryl Andrews, Jane & Harold Gottier, 
Diane Pelletier, and Ellen & Oliver Wadsworth Jr. Charly Poni-
atowski – Eveline Kraljic & COA, and Suzy & Mike Murphy  
Warren Pope – Elizabeth Pope  Deb Powell – Jane Thomp-
son  Ana-Maria Proctor – Lynn, Reid, & Cody Conrad, Gina 
Sevigny, Tony & Mike Smith, and Scott Warren  Roberta Sz-
elag Pysz – Jet, Earl, Gray, & Andy  Gloria Frances Belkus 
Lalime Rarus – Robin & Marty Eastman  Alan Redinger 
– Richard & Mary Lou Fillingame  Barbara Rhoades – Cyn-
thia & Ronald Monge and Kay & Steven Pierce  Dr. David 
M. Riban – Kathy Riban  Dennis Riccetti – Patrcia Nardini, 
Catherine Riccetti, and Mary & Ronald Riccetti  Patricia 
Nardini, Catherine Riccetti, and Mary & Ronald Riccetti  Bill 
Richardson – Wesley Brumback  Catherine Romo – Alberto 
Romo  Irma Salzmann – Donna Davis and Jennifer & Steven 
Master  Ben Silver – Jane & Doug Silver  Patsy Simes – 
Michael Mang  Charlie Smith – David, Gail, & Bailey Jackson 

 Jeffrey P Smith – Jeffrey Smith  Sara Smith Bare – 
Carolyn Byerly  Nancy A. Stevens – Fred Repman  Tina 
Stewart – Laura Arlunas  Ashton Tenney – Gene Pranzo  
Alfred Thomas – Helen Thomas  Eneida F. Torres – Susan 
Hensley  Josh Tuomi – Clarence Cloak  Reverend Peter 
Uniowski – Margaret & John Stumberger  Susan Wadsworth 
– Ellen & Oliver Wadsworth Harold Walker – Judith & Michael 
walker  Kathy Warner – Fran & Patti Thalheimer  Patty 
Weaver – Jane Conners  Patricia Wetsell – Stan & Lorraine 
Robertson  Edward White – Regina White  Helen Wise – 
Junnifer Luke  Christopher Woodward – Aunt Beeb, Gary, 
Chelse’, and Betsy  Steve Yoder – Dr. Hope Murray  Ruth 
Yuzzolin – Kristi Bodnaruk  John Zawisza – Sandra & Randy 
Gostomski  Todd Jeffrey Zipperer – Betty Crouch, Erin, Galin, 
& Kirstin Moore, and Marcia Polenz  Eilah Sunmi Zulgiqar – 
Kirsten Kim

Honorariums 
We Gratefully Acknowledge the Following Gifts 
Received March 22, 2021 - September 30, 2021

In Honor Of – By

42 Rescues! – Cindy Phillips  Miguel Abi-hassan – Lori 
Baker  Agnethe – Laura King  Alex & Duchess – Ann 
Simpson  Ali – Brenda Johnson  All animals in need – 
Betsy Lytle  All our adopted pets – Garcia Family  All the 
dogs recently rescued – Erika Ersland  Diana Allen – Syl-

via Meincke  Angel – Sandra Brown  Bagheera – Philip 
Craiger  Sara Bare – Peter Liesenfelt  Barnaby – Con-
stance Richards  Dr. Barnes & Staff – Kelly Medei  Elaine 
Bennett – Linda & Roy Cooper  BJ – Deb & Mike Masters  
Robin Blandin – Kim Dione  Frank Brabant – Craig Brush  
Branson – Jill Stanley  Wes Brumback – Sarah Brumback 

 Bubba – Michelle Waldow  Dr. Michael Burke – Marga-
ret Ferguson & Gerald Granville  Carol – Elizabeth Wanko 

 Petula Clark – Cheryl & Duane Carter  Coal – Adam & 
Victoria Mikolay  Cocoa – Betsy Sawyer  Mary Jane Cook 
– Timothy Cook  Cooper – Linda & James Anthony  Anna 
Crull – Nancy Sullivan  Elgin Crull – Nancy Sullivan  Dr. 
Peggy Crull – Nancy Sullivan  Susan Crull – Nancy Sullivan 

 Noranne Downs – Karen & Mel Ray  Michelle & Curt 
Eaby – Joyce & Curtis Eaby  Easter Lily – Donna Burley  
Ernie – Lois Mandell  Machelle Farmer-Drady – Chip Murphy 

 Finley – Gregory Heeter  Dr. Garrett, Beville Animal        
Hospital – Becky Herrin & Donna Davis  Gracie and all we 
had before her – Dorothy Fogg  Dr. Green & the HHS Veteri-
nary Staff – Dr. Terri Rosado  Karen Griffin – Karen Chuven 

 Karen Griffin & Lacey – Alma Tyler  Cole & Emme 
Grinde – Ruth Bourassa  Cindy Wilson Hager – Beverly Ewer 

 Laurie Hansen Nelson – Lena Roche  HHS and all they 
do for the animals – Rita Cronin  Indy, Bruno, Ox, Jessie & 
Pepper – Becky Davis  Janice – Robert Armitage  Jarvis 
& Banksy – Dee Bergandino Jesus – Hyun Jung Cho  
Allison Jones – Janice Conrad  Kind adoptive pet parents 
– Michelle Waldow  Leo – Magda Cadavid  Liola – Sylvia 
Bartlett  Lola & Oliver – Sabrina & Bruce Farmer  Mad-
die – Hyatt & Cici Brown  Maggie – Carol Wright  Sandi 
Makowski – Thomas Makowski  Kim Marsden – Lisa & Vince 
Marsden  Derek McCallister – Ed Weiser  Niko Mendes – 
Maria Mendes  Missie Grace & Sparkie – Edward Shane  
Monkey – Shriley & Edward Vensel  Murphy Ann – Tabitha 
Johnson  Nala – Judi Stocker  Janet Narushka – Gerald 
Patrick Connors  Harry, Georgio, Chewy, Porscha, & Billy 
Bob – Pamela Joan Hyatt  Doug Owens – Kasper Ronning 

 Lorrie Pace – Lorraine Burchfield  Mike Politis – Michael 
Strauss  Linda Prusak – Beverly Ewer  Redinger Clinic 
Staff – Nancy Macek  Reggie – Leland & Mary Wick  the 
rescued dogs – Valerie Fyock  Alton L. Robertson – Dorothy 
& Jim Fogg  Dr. Salzburg & Staff – Kelly Medei  Sammie 
– Elizabeth Wanko  Sammy – Jackie Hobbs  Casy Sargent 
– Meredith & Brian Babb  Security First Insurance – Tiffany 
Caradine  Shady Daytona’s Pup – Luke Edwards  Lisa 
Shaw – JoAnn & Stanley Rosenbaum  Mel Stack – Stacy & 
Steven Oshinski, Faye Semino, and Stuart & Lisa Sixma  Yoke 
Tassent – Alina Matthew  Zoe Terrell – Darcy Terrell  Mary 
A. Tilley – Donna & John Tilley  Denise Werk – Mary Nilsson 

 Kim Wilson – Cathy Badovick

(Continued on page 26)

(continued from page 21)
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Pet Memorials
Aires, Snowman, & Lori – Christine & Bob Thompson  All 
of my dogs – Margaret Little  All the dogs we have loved 
and lost – Bob & Mary Dougherty  All the wonderful furry 
family that blessed our home – Marianna Panes  Angel 
Beans – Pam, Serge, & Ziggy  Angelina – Gay-Ann Good-
man  Arthur – Mary Lynn Calcagni  Backstroke, Simba, 
& Smiley – Susan Gabriel  Bagheera & Mama – Dr. Philip 
Craiger  Bailey – Jeff & Penny Parks  Beau – Nancy & Joe 
Saufl  Bella – Nancy Redmond  Bentley – Pamela Hannah 

 BJ – Polly Casale  Blue – Jeff, Penny, Victoria & Sydney 
Parks  Bonzai – Lorraine Lewis  BooBoo – Dorothy Senne 

 Boss – Taylor & Scott Metts  Bowser – Susan & Bill Voges 
 Bristol – Linda & Otis Nichols  Buddy – Don Lorbecke  

Buddy – Marylou Todd  Caleb Bear – Ellen & Rick Orfinger  
Calicat – Hyun Jung Cho  Cally – Karen & Mary Katschke  
Captain – Christopher Polizzi  Carmella – Bill & Susan Voges 

 Chance & Smokey – Amy Smith  Charlie Rae – Sharon & 
Robert Briggs  Chase – Elizabeth & Gerard Webers  Ches-
ter Browning – Dianne Morris  Chiquito – Dr. Debra Diaz 
Coco – Elizabeth Wanko  Coco Bello – Charlene Genova 

 Cody & Nautican – Wendy Mieszalski  Colbie – Susan & 
Bill Voges  Cole – The Ramshaw Family  Cowboy – Jane 
Sherry  Daisy – Christina Gorman  Daisy – Alexandra Toub 

 Daniel Cady – Donna-Lynne & Nikolas Ballas  Dexter – 
Frank Gummy  Donna & Angel – Heather Trojanowski  
Duke – Kathy Haffa  Dulci, Molly, & Chloe – Mary Nilsson 

 Ernie & Terry – Lisa Koogle  Ethel – Brenda Johnson  
Fluffy – Margaret Ferguson & Gerald Granville  Fluffy – Helen 
Thomas  Flyer – Leo & Brenda Carr  Frankie Hayes – Nan-
cy & Joe Saufl  Fred – Brenda Johnson  Gelato – Margaret 
& John Stumberger  Goliath – Big John  Goobie – Heather 
Mogan  Hansi King – Laura King  Harley – Robert Jessie 

 Harley & Chaco Beck – Dorothy Maier  Hercules – Bar-
bara & Ernie Parker  Indiana – Jill Stanley  Jackie, JoJo I, 
JoJo II, Dandy, Flossie, & Missy – Marian Pipes  Jacob “Lil 
Yake” – Heidi & Curtis Cogburn  Jacy – Katherine & Donald 
Tucker  Kai – Tara & James Bryan Katie – Leslie Martin  
Kiki – Debbie & Karl Kuhns  Kiki – Dianne & Steve Morris  
Koa – Eileen & John Marshall  Kong – Dolores Mortola  
Kula – Brenda Lear  Lady – The Bowlers  Lady – Leslie & 
David Ramshaw  Lexie – Bill & Susan Voges  Lilly – Larry 
Tuck  Lily – Patricia Benko  Lily – Ava & Louis Gelbard  
Lisa – Bill & Donna Kisbany  Little Buddy – Matthew For-
ester  Liza – Susan & David Moore  Lizzy – Toni Scali  
Lola – Shannon & Gary Higgins  Maggie – Maritza & Roger 
Patterson  Max, Lexus, Tigger, Grey & Krystal – Angela Bell 
& William Bashlor  Meatloaf Mundell – JM MD  Midnight – 
Bill Dunlap  Mitty – Joan & Eddie Bass  Mollie – Gail Jones 

 Monty – Regina Colley  Morgan – Jamie Lee Hawes  
Mother Lynn – Nancy Riedel  Muggsy – Florence Eaton  
Murphy Ann – Tabitha Johnson  Murphy Ann – Ed Weiser  

My 7 dogs – Margaret Little  Nellie – Jane & Doug Silver  
Nyla Sue – Donna Davis Nyla Sue – Jennifer & Steven Master 

 Oreo – Ralph Driscoll  Otto – Gigi & Melvin Durham  
Penny – Bryan Robtoy  Peppermint – Judith Anderson, Silver 
Crossman, and Catherine Repman  Princess Priscilla – Irma 
Sue Stofsky  Rambo – Sandra Brown  Randy & Harley – 
Dee Bergandino  Riley – Kevin Creggar  Rod Walma – Tom 
& Patty Nasella  Rosie – Nancy & Joe Saufl  Roxy & Zoey 
– Lisa & Vince Marsden  Rufio & Romeo – Sandra Morris 

 Rupert – Kelly Medei  Sailor – Debbie Jensen  Sam 
& Dash – Tim Daly  Sammy – Fredericka Morin & Susana 
Pereira  Sammy &  Hightide – Dorothy Fogg  Scout – Ted 
& Mary Van Horn  Shandy – Barbara Tabasky  Shasta – 
Kelly Smith  Shayna & Rosie – Tina Solomon  Sheba & 
Polar – Jeannette Gwaldis and John Shreve  Shiloh – Sandra 
Zimbler  Snickers, Tally, & Peaches – Diane Brickley  So-
phie & Mollee – Carole Sweeney  Sparkie & Missie – Edward 
Shane  Stella – Nancy & Joe Saufl and Bill & Susan Voges 

Stormy – Harold Francis  Sugar – Willa & Tom Calderone 
Sweet Pea – Eugene Dalzell  Sydnee – Frank Cecil  

Taffy – Elizabeth Bednarzik  Tequila – Lauren Bortnem  
Thor, Titan, Neptune, and Zeus – Cindy Airington  Thumper 
– Betsy Jackson  Tiffany – Maritza & Roger Patterson, Scott 
Goldkin & Karl Saenger, and Bill & Susan Voges  Toby Joe 
Gamble – Margaret Gamble  Tootsie – CiCi & Hyatt Brown  
Tralee – Susan Dugas  Traveler – Mike & Marilyn Del Ninno 

 Tucker – Shirley James  Turbo & Gyro – Richard & Mary 
Lou Fillingame  Tyler – Gary Anstaett  Velvet – Joan Har-
roun  Whinny – Mary Anselmo  Zulu – George Horak

(Continued from page 24)
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My associa�on with Halifax Humane Society has brought 
great joy to my life since first becoming a volunteer in 
2017 and an annual sponsor in 2018. Two of our dogs, 
Mac and Samson, were both our fosters before becoming 
members of the family. Delilah, our third pup, has the best 
brothers who love her dearly. All have welcomed Cheez, 
our rescued neighborhood ki�en, and many fosters pups.  

 

                     
It has been a blessing to love and care for over 20 
foster pups since 2017, seeing them all find their 
forever families. All le� paw prints on my heart.   

I con�nue to be inspired by so many volunteers,  
donors and HHS staff who give so generously from 
their hearts.  The animals depend on all of you.   

2021 brought a new opportunity, founding and leading a new 
nonprofit organiza�on, Daytona Dog Beach, Inc., working 
with community partners to promote, support and educate 
the public in furtherance of safe, environmentally sound and 
courteous dog friendly beaches in the Greater Daytona 
Beach area of Volusia County. Join our labor of love, as we 
work “Pu�ng Paws in the Sand”, expanding access to 
leashed dog beach op�ons.  Check out and subscribe to  our 
website, www.daytonadogbeach.org and join us on Face-
book, Daytona Dog Beach Group and Daytona Dog Beach, Inc 
Page. For ques�ons,  email info@daytonadogbeach.org  

OOuurr  FFaammiillyy,,  MMaacc,,  DDeelliillaahh  &&  SSaammssoonn  

22002211  FFoosstteerrss,,  GGaammbbiitt,,  ZZooeeyy  ((CChheeeezz)),,  &&  BBeellll  

DAYTONA DOG BEACH, INC. IS A 501(C)(3) PENDING  FLORIDA CORPORATION, REG. NO. N21000005389.  EIN 86-3702716.  A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE.  REGISTRATION DOES 
NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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By Kiana Gay, Volunteer Mgr.

There are a lot of animals that 
are waiting to find homes. 
At capacity, Halifax Humane 
Society can house approxi-
mately 400 animals. Our offsite 
locations, (PetSmart on Inter-
national Speedway Blvd. and 
Deland or Pet Supermarket in 

Daytona Beach, Port Orange, and Ormond Beach) have 
a total of 22 kennels. Unfortunately, shelters experi-

ence overcrowding, increasing the need for adoption 
events to help more pets find forever homes and free up 
space for more pets in need. We participate in multiple 
national events throughout the year: Clear the Shelter is 
held once a year and sponsored by NBC and Telemun-
do. Empty the shelter sponsored by Bissel is typically 
held bi-monthly. During these events, our shelter is 
able to offer discounts on adoption fees. There’s been 
some growing concern that “free adoption” events may 

increase animal return rates, but statistics show other-
wise. The percentages are the same as if the adopter 
came in on any typical day at the shelter to adopt, 
which is around a 25% return rate. Animal shelters are 
full of amazing, fun, and loving animals waiting for the 
purrrfect home.

While the animals take center stage at pet adoption 
events, those behind the scenes are very important. 
Animal lovers get to hang out with pets all day, giving 
vital information to potential adopters and answer-
ing any questions they may have. Volunteers make all 
the difference at events by keeping the lines moving, 
keeping pets happy, and sharing the one on one experi-
ences that they have had with the animals at the shelter. 
Volunteer opportunities at the shelter include walking 
the dogs, cleaning up kennels, and assisting staff. Some 
Volunteer opportunities offsite include working adop-
tion events at PetSmart, Pet Supermarket, and Subaru 
of Daytona. We are all united in helping animals who 
cannot help themselves, and your support through vol-
unteering is crucial to our organization. 

The Importance of Volunteering
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S T A T E  O F  T H E  A R T

Area Rug Cleaning FacilityArea Rug Cleaning Facility

steemteam comsteemteam com

FREE Pick Up
& Delivery!

FREE Pick Up
& Delivery!

• 24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
 on ANY Brand AC
• Air Conditioning Replacement
 & Repair
• Daytona Gas & Grills
 Showroom
• Ask About Our
 Carrier Rebates
• 0% FINANCING
 for 60 Months
• Propane & Non-Ethanol Gas
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The Best Friends Advent Calendar 
What better way to count down the days of Advent! 
Each day includes a treat for your best friend. 
$9.99

 
West Paw- BUILT FOR 
MODERATE CHEWERS
Super bouncy and crazy fun, 
West Paw’s dry treat-dispens-
ing, puzzle dog toy, Rumbl, 
encourages healthy play. 
Rumbl’s unique “fish trap” 
opening makes for easy load-
ing, yet keeps dry food inside. 
Superior durability and hol-
low construction make this 

puzzle toy’s springy material heaven to a dog’s chomp-
ers while its playful wobble adds to the excitement and 
increases engagement. $18.99

West Paw- Zogoflex Bumi 
Dog Tug Toy 
 
S-Shaped, Lightweight Chew 
Toys for Fetch, Play, Pet 
Exercise – Tug of War Soft 
Flinging Squishy Chewy Toy 
for Dogs.

Great toy for hours of tug of 
war–  
 
Guaranteed, Latex-Free, 
Made in USA. $19.99

KONG - Extreme Dog Toy - X-
Large 
Toughest Natural Rubber, Black 
- Fun to Chew, Chase and Fetch 
About this item

Great For Stuffing: The stuffable 
KONG Extreme is even more enticing when treat filled 
with bits of kibble, peanut butter, KONG Easy Treat, 
Snacks or Ziggies. Dishwasher safe for easy clean up. 
Bonus: For an added challenge, freeze stuffed KONG 
for 4-6 hours before giving to your dog.
$19.99

Catit Play Circuit-Designed for cat play the Super 
Circuit is the ultimate combination of the Senses 2.0 
Play and Wave Circuits, with special peek-a-boo track 
design that stimulates cats to chase the ball. The re-
designed cat toy is now 24 inches longer than the old 
Super Roller Circuit and enables 100+ layouts.

Includes a swirl- patterned ball with the optimal weight 
for play; For extra fun pair this circuit with our Catit 
Senses 2.0 Fireball (sold separately)
$19.99

What’s New for Your Pet?
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The 2022 Best Friends Calendar is now available for ordering!
Just $10 if you will pick up the calendar at our main campus,  

or $15 if you would like the calendar to be mailed to you. 
All proceeds support our community’s animals.

To order visit- https://bit.ly/39WzQbG
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Ask the Animal  
Trainer  
By: Marie Hughes  
My dog seems to listen okay when we’re at home- he’ll come 
running right to me if I call him from another room or if I call 
him for dinner time. It seems that when we’re at the park, he 
completely forgets how to listen to me; I can call him a million 
times and he’ll totally ignore me, it can get really frustrat-
ing and even embarrassing having to yell for him at the dog 
park. What can I do to get him to listen when we’re out of the 
house?

-Yelling in Eustis
 
Dear Yelling,
Establishing a strong recall can be hard in a vey distracting 
setting (like the dog park!), and your observation of how your 
dog listens in the home vs. outside at the park is actually quite 
common among dog owners. A few things to consider when 
working on your dog’s recall should include your tone of voice 
when calling your dog; do you sound happy and excited to see 
your dog? Or are you sounding frustrated and upset when calling 
for your pup to come to you? Your dog will likely not want to 
come easily if you are yelling angrily... would you happily come 
to someone angrily yelling at you? Also, do you have anything 
to offer your dog in return for coming when called? The park is a 
very exciting and enriching environment, and as dogs owners we 
must work to make ourselves more exciting than said environ-
ment. Try to get into the habit of rewarding your dog with some-
thing high-value each time he comes to you, this way he learns 
that coming when called is truly exciting as it always means you 
have something good for him. Eventually you can work to phase 
out treats, but you should still find ways to keep this behavior 
very rewarding in some other way that your dog enjoys. When 
working on your dog’s recall response, consider starting in a 
calmer environment such as your own yard before moving on to 
a more distracting setting like the park. 
 
 
I just adopted a dog from my local shelter, and his paperwork 
said he can be destructive inside when left alone. I would like 
to crate train my new pup to keep him safe while I’m away; 
I’ve got the crate all set up but my dog refuses to go in without 
me picking him up and putting him inside. He doesn’t seem 
to mind being in the crate once I get him in there, but I don’t 
want to feel like I’m forcing him into what should be his safe 
space. How can I help my dog feel comfortable going into the 
crate by himself?

-Kenneling in Key West
 
Dear Kenneling,
I commend you for choosing crate training to keep your newly 
adopted dog safe while you’re out of the house! I’m also glad 
to hear that your pup doesn’t seem to mind being in the crate 
once you get him in. When done correctly, crate training can 
provide a great sense of security to both the dog and the owner 

when direct supervision is not an option. It can, however, be 
incredibly stressful for everyone involved to have to physically 
force any behavior from our pets- such as going into a crate or 
other confined space. Instead, try luring your dog into his crate 
by placing a few treats just outside of the crate’s opening. Allow 
your dog to eat the treats at his own pace, building his confi-
dence in approaching the crate. Gradually move the treats further 
into the crate, while still allowing your dog to take them at his 
own pace. Once your dog can comfortably enter the crate on his 
own to retrieve the treats you’ve tossed in, you can pair a cue 
word to the exercise; try tossing the treats in and saying some-
thing like “Kennel”, or “Load Up”. Repeat this process until 
your dog is comfortable walking all the way into the crate on his 
own, before closing the door to the crate. By giving your dog the 
option to go into his crate, you’re teaching him that his kennel 
is a rewarding, safe place for him to be, which will help encour-
age him to enter the crate more willingly in the future when you 
leave the house. 
 
 
I recently got my very first dog, who has been great for the 
most part with no major behavior issues so far. I would still re-
ally like to give her some basic training, and have been learn-
ing about positive-reinforcement training which is definitely 
the right option for us... the only problem is that she does not 
care about treats at all. She’ll sometimes take chicken or string 
cheese, but not very reliably. I really want to make positive-re-
inforcement work for us, but it seems almost impossible to find 
a treat my dog cares about. What can I do to motivate my pup?

-Disinterested in Destin
 
Dear Disinterested,
While it may make things a bit easier when a dog in training is 
very food motivated, it is not a requirement to make positive-
reinforcement training work! Reward-based training does not 
always have to equal treat-based training. A reward in training 
can be just about anything your dog enjoys- this can include, but 
is not limited to, physical affection, verbal praise, or play time. 
An exercise that may be helpful is to make a “Top 10 List” of 
things your dog enjoys... some examples may include “Having 
her ball thrown”, “Being told Good Girl!”, “Being invited onto 
the couch for a cuddle”, or “Sniffing the flower patch next to our 
house”. All of the things listed here could be used as a reward 
during training! Each dog’s “Top 10 List” is different, so take the 
time to consider what your dog may have on hers, and then use 
her favorite things in lieu of treats during training!
 

� WE �
DELIVER!
ORDER AT JIMMYJOHNS.COM

 DAYTONA, PORT ORANGE,
ORMOND BEACH
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Here’s how they Strutt their Stuff 

       in Daytona Beach...

EXPERT SUBARU SALES • LEASING • SERVICE
670 N. TOMOKA FARMS RD. • (386) 255-2252

subaruofdaytona.com

Subaru of Daytona is proud to support
 Halifax Humane Society in what they do 

for pets - and for the people 
who love them.   

         Visit Subaru of Daytona today.
         We’re dog tested. Dog approved.

ALL-NEW 2022 OUTBACK WILDERNESS
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